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Enquire if it is available here. If not, tell Devdas and he will
procure a copy in Bombay and send it to you.

From the Gujarat! original: C.W. 6097-A. Courtesy: Gangabehn Vaidya

191.   SPINNING FRANCHISE

"Spinning as a voluntary sacrifice is all right, but as a quali-
fication for franchise it is galling." This is the substance of the
objection that I hear against my proposal. I must confess I am
surprised at the objection, for it is offered not because it is spin-
ning that matters, but because with the critics it is the restric-
tion, the obligation that matters. But why? If a monetary quali-
fication, that is, restriction, may be imposed, why not a working
qualification? Is it more honourable to pay than to labour? Is it
galling in a temperance association to require every member to be
a teetotaller ? Is it galling in a naval association to require every
member to possess certain naval qualifications ? Is it galling, say, in
France where military skill is considered a necessity of national
existence, to require every member to practise the use of arms?
If it is not galling to have the requisite test in any of these cases,
why should it be galling in an Indian National Assembly to have
spinning and the wearing of khaddar, which is a national neces-
sity, to be the qualification for the franchise, or which is the same
thing, the test of membership ? Is it not the easiest and readiest
method of popularizing it and bringing it home to the people?
Of course, my argument is addressed only to those who regard it
as absolutely necessary that India should be self-contained in so
far as her clothing is concerned and that, principally, through the
spinning-wheel and the handloom.

Young India, 16-10-1924

192.   ALLAHABAD AND JUBBULPUR
My fast and the Unity Conference notwithstanding, riots have
taken place in Allahabad and Jubbulpur, No one expected that
all riots will end as if by magic because of the Conference or the
fast. But I do expect that the Press will write of such riots with
restraint and without bias. I do hope, too, that the leaders of
both the communities and belonging to all parties will co-operate